Cutaneous mucinoses are a heterogeneous group of disorders characterized by an abnormal deposition of mucin in the dermis. Acral persistent papular mucinosis(APPM) is an unusual form of cutaneous mucinosis characterized by multiple discrete papules located symmetrically on the back of the hands, wrists, and distal forearms, focal mucin deposits in the upper dermis, slow progression over several years, and an absence of systemic involvement 1 . In addition to the first case of APPM reported by Kim et al 2 in 1993, two more cases have been reported by Lee 3 in 2000. We present a typical case of APPM with a review of literature.
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CASE REPORT
A 64-year-old man presented with a 15-year history of asymptomatic cutaneous lesions symmetrically located on his wrists, back of the hands, and distal forearms (Fig. 1) . Physical examination revealed flesh-colored or translucent papules and a few well-demarcated, round hypopigmented patches among them. Individual papules were dome-shaped, firm, and smooth on the surface. They persisted since they developed 15 years ago. He had subtotal gastrectomy due to severe gastric ulcer 15 years ago. Otherwise, his past history and family history were nonspecific. His complete blood count revealed mild anemia with hemoglobin 11.9g/dl, but his ferritin, TIBC, PB smear were all in normal range. Urinalysis, liver function test, thyroid function test were shown to be normal or within normal limit. The biopsy was done at the papule and the hypopigmented patch, respectively. Hematoxylinand-eosin-stained sections of a papule (Fig. 2) demonstrated the presence of a pathologic zone in the upper part of the reticular dermis. The collagen fiber bundles were separated by empty-looking to slightly basophilic areas. Those empty-looking spaces and slightly basophilic areas were stained positively with alcian-blue at pH 2.5 (Fig. 3a) and negatively with alcian-blue at pH 1.0. They showed metachromasia with toluidine blue at pH 7.0 (Fig. 3b) and pH 4.0 but no metachromasia at pH 1.0, suggesting the presence of hyaluronic acid. The sections of the biopsy from the round hypopigmented patch did not show any evidence of mucin deposit in the dermis. It was confirmed to be an idiopathic guttate hypomelanosis with markedly reduced melanin pigment. No further treatment has been done to him.
